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‘Duri”gthepBsttws&olL9oftheobioGe”tY3I
.kwnbiy,  state Rep. Ran Amstuu R-Wccster.  span-
sored leg&l&n  on eleehic mmp&tin.  Xeanwhilr t h e
Pubik tinI&  CmuniaGn of Ohio for months  has been
siowiy  opening the door to competition.

Amatutzi”txdwdhisfrrsrbillantheiwein1993,
prompted by an Akron  case sin&u to the Zeigle~%’  The

pmccd  d ied  uithout  hating a heui”g.  A
%% ti several hearings i” the 121~4  General
.Aszmbiy  before dyi”g.

NmvA”v&~ispmparedtotitxcduxthemeas-
ure.~th&we&Butitwillbeinppreiiminaryform
and is unlikely  to get much  artention  for several months
t@zueofmareprepslngissug

“I b&eve mmp&ion is a gc4 thing as long a5 it’s
in the tit conw&” Anxtutz said. ‘“there’s big stakes

er choice by 2001. The prow wuld  allow  sta& to
~ubiish competition or, if they move  [M slowly, sea the
federal grwrnme”t  do it for them.

.‘Vie in Congress  can  provide the vehicle. but we
have to have  mnswner  iuppwt for it” Schaefer  said.

But what uvuid mmpedhbn  in Ohio’s $Il-billkm-a-
vearelrc~~cindustrymeahandhow-_ilat--_
it benefit the mnaumeml

-1 don’t think  it’s ‘if.’ it’s ‘when.’ ” said Roben  S.
Tonwn,  the Ohio cmaumem’ ccu”seL’“rhi¶isg@i”gur

m- I
“It uill only work if we do it right” he said. “It’s

going to be complex, It’s going  to be very di5cuk”
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The tw represMt  the Ohio Allbmce for Mordabk
Power,  a” awxiation backed by Ohio Edison snd
Center&  Energy that is taking a cautius  apprmch  tn
mmpeti~.

0” the other side is the Coalition  for Choice in
Ekh%ity, a kc&y knit grcup bw&ng more aggre+
sive  wiliks - tier&” Ekmic Power md Ckgy
Corp.  of Cinkuwi - backed by the Sucws Group.  a
Col~mbukzed lobbying and public-policy canpany.

Former Ohio Senate R&dent  ~tanky  .I. Arm@ a
ci”ci”Mti RepublicI”, aIs4 i s  worki”g with Cinergy,
aithowh he said he won’t lobby the legisLnne

I” Wa9hingto”.  Co”gresa is


